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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

August 15, 2015 

“Not One in Twenty” Part 3
Let us pray…

Today’s subject, “Not One in Twenty,” Part 3. On August 1st and 8th we read a number of quotes on not one in twenty and not one in a hundred. As you recall, two of the most startling quotes were (General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133) and (RH, September 3, 1889 par. 10). The first quote said, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty (That’s less than 5%) whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner.”
The second quote said, “There is not one in one hundred who understands for himself the Bible truth on this subject that is so necessary to our present and eternal welfare.” And the subject she was speaking of was justification by faith. She went on to say, “The enemy of man and God is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for he knows that if the people receive it fully, his power will be broken."
This was written at a time when Seventh-day Adventists did not have all the electronic devices such as televisions, radios, smart phones, i-pads,  computers and numerous entertainments to eat up their spare time. They studied their Bibles in their spare time, just as we need to do more so today, as we are living at the door to the little time of trouble. We are in the final preparation time and precious hours wasted on foolishness can never be recovered. We are telling God where our interests are by how we use our spare time and where we spend our money. Jesus said in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

We will now resume with part 3 and this first quote is from the Review and Herald June 26, 1893. “Jesus says, "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves." But you need not meet the wolves in the same spirit that they themselves possess. You are to be "as harmless as doves." In meeting those who are fierce of spirit, you must manifest meekness and love, and the manifestation of this spirit will frequently change the spirit of the wolf, and a wonderful transformation will take place.”  What a statement. Think about it, if we manifest the spirit of meekness and love to one who has the spirit of a wolf, frequently it can change the spirit of the wolf. Amen. 

She goes on to say, “"But beware of men." Do not open to men all your counsels.” This is important as we even read in Micah 7:5 “Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide.” This is especially true of those who are not of our faith. She goes on, “Do not put implicit confidence in those who know not God, and open to them the whole of the sacred treasure of the truth.”   This is important instruction and here is why as she continues, "For they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues." This does not mean simply that you will be scourged in the synagogues with the tongue, as many of you are today in the pulpits of the land, but that men making high professions will treat you with violence. "And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles." The light is to be brought before kings and before the great men of the earth, although they may receive it in the same manner in which Pharaoh received the testimony of the servants of the Lord, and ask, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice?"”  {RH, April 26, 1892 par. 7}

Look, we are being forewarned by Jesus Himself, that we are not to put implicit confidence in those who do not know God. It’s not talking about being scourged with the tongue, in other words harsh reprimands, no Jesus is warning about being treated with violence. Yes we are to be careful of what we say to those who do not know God, but we must also watch what we say even amongst those who claim to be God’s children.

She goes on to say, “Kings, governors, and great men will hear of you through the reports of those who are at enmity with you, and your faith and character will be misrepresented before them.”   Now brothers and sisters, some of us will be on trial for our faith, and former brethren as well as former friends not of our faith will testify against us. Do not expect it to be a fair trial and do not expect the witnesses to tell the truth. Did Jesus get a fair trial? What the devil did to Jesus, he will bring against us. Satan can no longer attack Jesus personally, but he attacks Him through attacking us. We must be faithful and endure whatever lies ahead, for He has promised to be with us to the end. 

Reading on, “But those who are falsely accused will have an opportunity to appear in the presence of their accusers to answer for themselves. They will have the privilege of bringing the light before those who are called the great men of the earth, and if you have studied the Bible, if you are ready to give an answer to every man that asketh you of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear, your enemies will not be able to gainsay your wisdom. You now have an opportunity to attain to the greatest intellectual power through the study of the word of God. But if you are indolent, and fail to dig deep in the mines of truth, you will not be ready for the crisis that is soon to come upon us.” How many here are studying their Bibles? I didn’t ask how many are reading their Bibles; I said how many are studying their Bibles? There is a major difference. If you are wasting hours of precious probationary time in frivolous foolishness instead of mining for gems of truth in God’s word that will prepare you for the crisis ahead of us, then you will simply not be ready as clearly stated.
Moving on, “O that you would realize that each moment is golden. If you will live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, you will not be found unprepared. If your work is wrought in God, and you will do as Christ has commanded you, your intellect will expand; for "the entrance of thy words giveth light." David exclaims, "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts."” Psalm 119:97-100 {RH, April 26, 1892 par. 8}


We need to be able to declare for our own testimony the testimony of David. Are we surface reading or are we really studying and meditating on what we read? Are we wrestling with God for understanding? Do we really understand what we are soon to face?
Here’s what she says next, “"But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you." Matthew 10:19, 20. You are now to get ready for the time of trial. Now you are to know whether your feet are planted on the eternal Rock. You must have an individual experience, and not depend upon others for your light.”

Here in this last sentence is where my fear lies. Many people are relying on the knowledge of their pastors and their faith is in him to save them. In other words, thinking they can ride into heaven on the coattails of their pastors. But that is a fatal mistake. The shepherd can guide the sheep as best as he can, but it takes an individual experience and connection to attain to salvation. Not only that, many pastors will be lost. Imagine depending on a pastor who has been weighed in the balances and found wanting.
She wrote, “When you are brought to the test, how do you know that you will not be alone, with no earthly friend at your side? Will you then be able to realize that Christ is your support? Will you be able to recall the promise, "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world?" Matthew 28:30


Jesus’ promise applies to everyone who is in deep study of the word and taking advantage of every spare moment of probationary time. Those who are not making preparation will not make it in the time of trouble ahead. A sister or a brother or a husband or a wife cannot help you in that day. If they had been preparing while you had been neglecting, their faith is not transferable. 
“There will be invisible ones all about you bent upon your destruction. Satan and his agents will seek in every way to make you waver from your steadfastness to God and his truth. But if you have an eye single to his glory, you need not take thought as to how you shall witness for his truth. "Take no thought how or what ye shall speak: . . . for it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you." How can the Spirit of God communicate with you? It is the Holy Spirit that is to bring to your remembrance whatsoever Jesus has said unto you. Are you now hearing the words of Christ? Does the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom? The reason that we do not know more of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is that men would be lifted up in self, and take the glory to themselves, if God should crown their efforts with success. O if you were hidden in Christ, if you were on the Rock of Ages, when you are brought before kings and great men, it would be evident that Jesus was at your side, and you would know just what answer to give, for the Spirit would give you what you should utter. Praise God for this promise!”  {RH, April 26, 1892 par. 9} 
Now listen to this powerful statement:

“The time is not far off when the people of God will be called upon to give their testimony before the rulers of the earth. Not one in twenty has a realization of what rapid strides we are making toward the great crisis in our history. The angels of God are holding the four winds, and this leads many to cry, Peace and safety; but there is no time for vanity, for trifling, for engaging the mind in unimportant matters. We must empty the soul temple of every defilement, and let the Spirit of God take full possession of the heart, that the character may be transformed.” {RH, April 26, 1892 par. 10}

We are running out of time. Now is the time to be digging deep into the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy. Now is the time to be giving Bible studies as well as witnessing to as many as we can. Jesus showed urgency 1980+ years ago and Paul followed up with that urgency. How can God smile upon us when we have people dying all around us with no knowledge as to what we possess? How can Jesus say “Well done good and faithful servant,” if we live in ease and keep all the truth we know locked away in our minds? He can’t do that. But He will say it to those who take the matter of soul-winning seriously. Some will say nothing to relatives and friends for fear of either rejection or what they may think of you. Wouldn’t you rather have a relative or friend reject your witness, or even think wrong of you, than to hear the Creator tell you, “I never knew you?”
Listen to this from Great Controversy 631 “The end will come more quickly than men expect.”

And we had just read, “Not one in twenty has a realization of what rapid strides we are making toward the great crisis in our history.”
There are things going on right now behind the scenes that we know nothing about… and we can never say that we were not warned. Listen, if you are not aware of it, I must tell you that God is calling every one of us now, to get our lives in order, to eliminate from our busy schedules that which separates us from a constant connection to God. We have to understand that those things that we enjoyed in our old nature were never to be carried into our spiritual life. You know what I mean. When you are watching something, or listening to something, or participating in some activity, ask yourself, “Is this bringing me closer to Jesus…or is it increasing my love of the world?” Following Jesus involves a cross. I didn’t say it, Jesus said it. Do we want to be that one in twenty, or do we really believe that the nineteen are going to make it on luck?

Look at this shocking quote:
“Dr. Kellogg, there is a different, a more exalted experience to be obtained by every worker in every phase of God's work. This experience all will gain if they read the Word of God, and appropriate that Word as the living bread which came down from heaven. But not one in a hundred knows the value of eating the bread of life. The directions given by Jesus Christ, the invisible Leader of Israel, in the Old Testament Scriptures, are full of marrow and fatness. No soul will repine in spiritual hunger if they take these words and eat them. The words spoken in the sixth chapter of John have special reference to the spirituality of the Word.” {21MR 44.1} 

What is this talking about? Less than 1% knows the value of studying and digesting the Word of God. Sadly, most are nominal Christians who surface read and give no time to settle into the word, so as to get understanding. Anybody can read the word of God. An agnostic can, a Buddhist can, an Atheist can and even a Satanist can read the Word of God. But reading the word is not the important thing. It is digesting the word and assimilating the word into our minds and demonstrating the word in our lives.
GPS, “The living oracles are the flesh and blood of the Son of God, although He had not then been crucified among them. His work as the substitute for all sin was the only hope of ancient Israel, and after the plan of God had been fulfilled in the death of Christ, the New Testament was written by holy men as they were moved by the Spirit of God. This additional blessing, the New Testament Scriptures, was given, not that the Old might be cast aside, but that the light of the New Testament might be reflected back into past ages, giving significance to the whole Jewish economy. The directions so plainly laid down in reference to practical holiness should enter the life of everyone who claims to be a Christian. All should fulfill the terms and conditions given to ancient Israel in regard to practical obedience.”  {21MR 44.2}

There are those that have thrown out the Old Testament, but not here at Victory. It is the whole Bible. Jesus is all through the O.T. and we are as responsible to the directions so plainly laid down in reference to practical holiness and in regard to practical obedience as was ancient Israel.

This next quote is from 7MR, “When we reflect Christ's image, we shall love one another as He has loved us. We shall not love as we love our neighbor, but as Christ loved us. It is an advance to love as Christ loved. This is the perfection of Christian character. When we can say, My will is wholly submerged in God's will, then peace and rest come in.”  {7MR 389.1}  

This is very important to get the meaning from this quote. It is not enough to love our neighbor, but we must love our neighbor as Christ loved us. Do you see the difference? Our neighbor is everyone Jesus died for, and how many is that? It is all of mankind. Then how can we ever be upset with another human being that Christ died for? Whether it’s in the church or at the store or on the phone with a telemarketer or a poll taker; the person we are addressing is our neighbor that we must love as Jesus loves us. This is what she says is the perfection of Christian character. When you can look at and listen to any human being regardless of the circumstances, with the love Christ has for us. When we are commanded to be holy, when we are commanded to be perfect, where is the command to be anything other than loving to every human being? Aren’t you thankful that God is forgiving and compassionate and merciful toward you? He expects us to show the same to everyone, regardless of the circumstances. Begin today and from this day forward, to look at every person you meet with the love that Jesus has for you. 
It’s Satan that wants us to have enemies and to find fault and to complain and to gossip and to surmise evil of others. But how could we ever believe that anyone of those characteristics will ever be seen in heaven? I say let’s all begin today to love others just as Jesus loves us. And remember the prayer in Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” We could say love us as we have loved others. I daresay that there are others that we have not been so loving to. Would you for one minute want Christ to be to you just as you have been to everyone else in 2015? Is heaven really our goal? Then I think we need to start loving every one as Christ loved us and died for us. What do you think?

Look, the prodigal son is a demonstration of God’s love for us. He waited for us and when he saw us afar off coming to Him, he came out to meet us. He forgave us of all our sins; he put a robe around us and welcomed us to the family. There is no greater demonstration of God’s love and mercy and grace and compassion than what has been demonstrated in our very conversion. For what reason should we show less to our neighbor? He wants you in heaven and He’s done everything possible to get you there. But what does He need from us? He needs our cooperation. We decide. We choose to be saved or lost.

She continues, “We must have that love, else we cannot be perfect before God. We may be active, we may do much work, but unless we love as Christ loved, our candlestick will be removed out of its place. . . .”  {7MR 389.2}  This needs no further explanation. She goes on,
“We have little enough of Christ's character. We need it all through our ranks, we must reveal that love which dwelt in Jesus. Then we shall keep the commandment [that we love one another], which not one in a hundred of those who claim to believe the truth for this time are keeping. . . .”  {7MR 389.3} 

How can it be that not one in a hundred are keeping the commandment? It said, “We have little enough of Christ's character.” Reformation must be more than a word we sometimes say with the word revival.


Going on she wrote, “Perfect unity must exist in a diversity of gifts. A union of all the gifts is essential. The one great commandment Christ has given is a new commandment. It reaches beyond loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. We are to love one another, "as I," said Christ, "have loved you." This experience must be obtained by every child of God. All must blend together in the work, thus making the work not one-sided, but a complete whole.” --Letter 121, 1898, pp. 6-8.” 

What is God calling us to do? We are to love one another, "as I," said Christ, "have loved you." Then the quote states that it is not optional by saying, This experience must be obtained by every child of God. Look, 1 Corinthians 13 says that we can have [the gift of] prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and even suffer a martyr’s death, but if we do not have love….it profits us nothing. 

This next quote is the one that caught my attention. We have been talking about not one and twenty and not one in a hundred. But listen to this from “To Be Like Jesus, chapter 10 page 310, “There is not one in a thousand, married or unmarried, who realizes the importance of purity of habits, in preserving cleanliness of the body and purity of thought.” Not one in a thousand? She goes on, “Sickness and disease is the sure consequence of disobedience to nature’s laws, and neglect of the laws of life and health. It is the house in which we live that we need to preserve, that it may do honor to God, who has redeemed us. We need to know how to preserve the living machinery, that our soul, body, and spirit may be consecrated to His service.” {BLJ 310.2}

“Notwithstanding all the light shining forth from the Scriptures on this subject; notwithstanding the lessons given in the history of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; notwithstanding the result of plain healthful diet, there is little regard for the lessons penned by those inspired of God.”  {BLJ 310.4}

Daniel and his friends ate and drank to the glory of God and they had great physical health which leads to health of soul and spirit. Mind body and soul must be in perfect health to understand the deep things of God. Many who violate the laws of God which pertain to health have an impure bloodstream which affects both body and mind and impacts their spiritual, making it difficult to understand what God would have us know.

Satan got Adam and Eve through appetite and in these last days he is getting God’s people through perverted appetite. We have good counsel that the time would come when it would be unsafe to eat even the clean meats and dairy products. Well that time is not future, it is here. God only knows the harmful chemicals we are putting into our bodies with the consumption of diseased flesh meats. An impure bloodstream will affect our ability to understand the word. After almost 6,000 years Satan has mastered the violation of the health laws and he has God’s people getting sickness and disease from what was once clean. He doesn’t want God’s people to have a correct understanding of the prophecies of these last days. And so he has cast a snare that almost all the church has allowed themselves to be caught.

The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 

Daniel and his three friends could have eaten from the king’s table which included all the flesh foods and rich deserts as well as fine wines. But they chose to follow good counsel and ate pulse (vegetables) and drank water instead. And God blessed them with health of body, mind and soul. He blessed them even in the most difficult circumstances as we all remember the fiery furnace and the lion’s den.

We have the same opportunity today, to glorify God in what we eat and drink. 


I am going to end this series, even though there is much more. The main point of every one of these quotes is to show us that too few of God’s people are really preparing for the most difficult time God’s people on earth have ever faced. You have the information and only you can decide what you will do with it.
Shall we pray…
